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Fantastic China and Tibet Discovery Tour
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History oozes each and every day of this odyssey to some of the oldest and the most famous historical sites in the world.  From the grandeur of Beijing's Forbidden City to the incredible entombed Warriors to the unforgettable sights of Tibet, then to modern Shanghai, your will be enthralled at every turn on this trip. 
Beijing - Xian - Lhasa - Shanghai 15 days, private vehicle, driver and professional tour guide, escort package
Day 1  Arrival   /   Beijing
Transfer via: by air (your own arrangement)
Arrive in Beijing , you will be met and transferred to hotel, free the rest of the day.
Redwall Hotel***or similar for 3-night
 
Day 2  Meal(s) (B,L)   Beijing

Full day tour for the Tian'anmen Square, The Forbidden City, The Temple of Heaven.
-The Tian'anmen Square: The largest city square in the world
-The Forbidden City: The largest imperial palace in China during the Ming and Qing dynasties with a history of around 600 years
-The Temple of Heaven: The place where the ancient emperors used to pray for the God's blessing of the whole nation
Day 3  Meal(s) (B,L)   Beijing

Full day visit to the Badaling Great Wall, The Ming Tomb, The Sacred Road. On the way back to your hotel, you will be driven to visit the main 2008 Beijing Olympic venues, take an exterior visit of both the Beijing National Stadium (Bird's Nest/Olympic Stadium) and National Swimming Centre ('The Water Cube').  Feel free to take some photos of the stadiums. 
-Badaling Great Wall: This less-crowded section of the Great Wall is a pleasant drive 90km NE of Beijing. A cable car takes you to a good section (avoiding a very steep climb), where you can walk along the wall, through the watch towers and enjoy superb views as the Wall snakes across the hills and mountains.
-The Ming Tomb: The only underground tomb of the thirteen tombs of the emperors in the Ming Dynasty.
-The Sacred Road: The way is guarded on both sides with stone statues by which the ancient emperors went to hold a memorial ceremony for the ancestors. 
-Beijing National Stadium (Bird's Nest): The Beijing National Stadium, also known as the Bird's Nest was the main track and field stadium for the 2008 Summer Olympics and hosted the Opening and Closing ceremonies.
-National Swimming Center (The Water Cube): The National Swimming Center, known as 'The Water Cube', was one of the most dramatic and exciting venues to feature sporting events for the Beijing Olympics in 2008.
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Day 4  Meal(s) (B,L)   Beijing    /   Xian

Transfer via: by overnight train-soft sleeper (arranged by us)
Full day tour for Hutongs by rickshaw, Xiushui Street, The Summer Palace. After the tour, you will be transferred to railway station and take train to Xian, stay overnight on the train.
-Hutongs: Also called Old Lane, are typical of the old part of Beijing and are formed by lines of Siheyuan (a compound made up of rooms around a courtyard) in which most Beijing residents used to live. 
-Xiushui Street: A market near the embassy area where you can find a number of duplicates of clothing in traditional Chinese style such as clothes, caps, gloves. Enjoy bargains with sellers and pleasant surprise of finding a real treasure if you are lucky enough.
-The Summer Palace: The largest and best-preserved royal garden in China with a history of over 800 years.
 
Day 5  Meal(s) (B,L)   Xian

Arrive in Xian, be met and transferred to your hotel, then visit The Ancient City Wall, The Bell Tower , Big Wild Goose Pagoda.
-The Ancient City Wall: It is the largest and best preserved city wall in ancient China and is probably the best military battlement in the world.
-The Bell Tower: The wooden tower, which is the largest and best-preserved of its kind in China, is 36 meters (118 feet) high.
-Big Wild Goose Pagoda: It is a well-preserved ancient building and a holy place for Buddhists.
Melody Hotel Xian***or similar for 2-night
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Day 6  Meal(s) (B,L)   Xian

Full day tour for the Terra-cotta Warriors and Horses, Huaqing Hot Springs.
-The Terra-cotta Warriors and Horses: The greatest archaeological findings of the century: the army of terra-cotta warriors and the bronze chariots entombed in vast underground vaults at emperor Qin's tomb.
-Huaqing Hot Springs: The Huaqing Hot Springs is located about 35 kilometers east of the city of Xi’an. Historically, during the Western Zhou Dynasty the construction of the Li Palace was undertaken on this spot.
 
Day 7  Meal(s) (B)   Xian   /   Lhasa

Transfer via: by overnight train-soft sleeper (arranged by us)
In the morning, you will be transferred to the railway station for the train T27 (departing from Xian at 08:48, arriving Lhasa 20:00 the next evening) to Lhasa. Overnight on the train this evening (soft sleepers).
 
Day 8  Meal(s) ()   Lhasa

Arrive in Lahsa, be met and transferred to hotel, free at leisure to acclimatize yourself to the high latitude.
Shangbala Hotel***or similar for 3-night
 
Day 9  Meal(s) (B,L)   Lhasa

Full day tour for the Potala Palace, The Jokhang Temple, The Barkhor Street.
-The Potala Palace: Perched upon Marpo Ri Hill, 130 meters above the Lhasa Valley, it is the greatest monumental structure in Tibet.
-The Jokhang Temple: It is the spiritual center of Tibet.
-The Barkhor Street: The Barkhor is the oldest street in Lhasa as well as the center of old Lhasa and remains very traditional. It is a place where Tibetan culture, economy, religion and arts are assembled.
 
Day 10  Meal(s) (B,L)   Lhasa

Full day tour for the Norbulingka Park, The Sera Monastery, The Drepung Monastery, The Tibetan Family.
-The Norbulingka Park: Norbulingka means "Jeweled Garden". It was constructed as a summer palace for the Dalai Lama at the very beginning, and later served as the whole governmental administration.
-The Sera Monastery: It is known as one of the three greatest monasteries of Tibet.
-The Drepung Monastery: It is one of the biggest monasteries in Tibet.
-The Tibetan Family: Common Tibetan people welcome you to their homes, greet you in their traditional way and entertain you with their typical food. 
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Day 11  Meal(s) (B)   Lhasa    /   Shanghai

Transfer via: by air (arranged by us)  
Free at leisure, you will be transferred to airport for Shanghai. Arrive in Shanghai, you will be met and transferred to your hotel.
Shanghai Charms Hotel***or similar for 4-night
 
Day 12  Meal(s) (B,L)   Shanghai

Full day tour for Nanjing Road, The Bund (Waitan), Yu Garden, Jade Buddha Temple, Shanghai Old Street.
-Nanjing Road: It is one of the most important commercial and tourist streets in Shanghai, which stretches from Waitan to Yanan Xilu.
-The Bund (Waitan): It is one of the most recognizable architectural symbols of Shanghai. It is here where the first British company opened an office in 1846.
-Yu Garden: It's reputed to be the most beautiful garden south of the Yangtze River. Built beside the Temple of the City God and covering only five acres, it follows the Suzhou garden design of a world in microcosm.
-Jade Buddha Temple: The Jade Buddha Temple is one of the few temples in downtown Shanghai. If you're lucky, you can watch the monks serving a ceremony in a side room.
-Shanghai Old Street: Known as Fangband Road, "Shanghai Old Street" with a total of 825 meters, is adjacent to the Yuyuan Garden Bazaar Area and runs in an east-west direction from Zhonghua Road to Henan Road South, with both ends marked by decorated archways.
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Day 13  Meal(s) (B,L)   Shanghai

Full day tour for Shanghai Museum, Oriental Pearl TV Tower.
-Shanghai Museum: The biggest museum in China, with a collection of over 120,000 pieces of Chinese art & cultural relics. It is especially famous for its treasures of bronzes, ceramics, paintings and calligraphy.
-Oriental Pearl TV Tower: the highest TV Tower in Asia. With 468 meter high it stands in Pudong Park in the new and developing Lujiazui district on the banks of the Huangpu River.
Day 14  Meal(s) (B)   Shanghai

Free at your leisure.
 
Day 15  Meal(s) (B)   Shanghai    /   Home
Transfer via: by air (your own arrangement)  
Free at leisure, and then you will be transferred to the airport for your flight home.
Package Includes:
A. Entrance fees:  To scenic spots as listed above in the in the itinerary.
B. Meals:  All meals as specified in the itinerary. “B” stands for western breakfast “L” for Chinese Lunch in local Chinese restaurant.  All are normal meals.
C. Private Transfers:  Between airports, hotels and scenic spots while sightseeing in the cities stated in the itinerary by the private air conditioned vehicle.

D. Private tour escort for Sightseeing:  As outlined in the Itinerary.
E. An English-speaking guide and driver of each city accompany you throughout the entire tour in that city. They do not fly with you from one city to another.
F. Hotels:  Service includes 1 twin-bed/king-size bed room for 2 people.
G. Transportation:  Flights (Economy Class) with airport tax and Trains as indicated in your itinerary.
H. Service Charge & Government Taxes
I. Luggage Transfers:  Between airports/Train Stations and hotels.
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